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New  Regional  Library  At  Lacombe  Provides 
Service  To   39  Community  and  School  Outlets 


The  new  Headquarters  Building  of  the  Parkland  Regional  Library  at 
Lacombe  has  been  officially  opened  by  the  Hon.  A.  R.  Patrick,  Provincial 
Secretary.  The  40  by  70  foot  frame  and  concrete  block  structure  was 
built  by  the  Alberta  government  and  is  leased  to  the  Parkland  library  board. 
The  structure  contains  a  40  x  30  foot  office  area,  a  40  x  40  foot  warehouse 
area,  and  a  basement.  It  is  equipped  to  handle  32,000  books. 


•Slid  dibtiibuliuii  py 
30  are  in  schools.  These 


~ — -4rhe-Rew^3tractttr&'-acts--as--a- 
books  for  the  39  libraries  it  serves  of  which 
outlets  are  distributed  through  a  5,300  square  mile  area  sei-ving  about 
53,000  people  in  four  municipalities. 

The  library  is  supported  by  grants  including  one  of  35  cents  per  capita 
of  Regional  Library  area  populations,  plus  a  50  cents  per  capita  grant  from 
the  school  divisions  concerned.  It  is  operating  this  year  on  a  budget  of 
$42,700. 

Interest  has  been  shown  by  many  other  Alberta  areas  in  the  Regional 
Library  program  and  full  information  and  help  may  be  obtained  by  applying 
to  Alberta  Supervisor  of  Libraries,  Mr.  E.  T.  Wiltshire,  Cultural  Activities 
Branch  of  the  Department  of  the  Provincial  Secretary.  • 
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Safety 
Must 


Belts  Used  by  Alberta  Workers 
Pass  Stringent   Government  Tests 

Recently  tests  were  conducted  by  the  Factories  Branch  for  the  purpose  of  developing  a 
standard  test  which  safety  belts  of  the  type  utilizing  a  tail  rope  must  pass,  prior  to  their  being 
approved  for  use  in  Alberta. 

The  tests  were  designed  to  subject  belts  to  a  shock  loading  as  great  or  greater  than  would  be 
encountered  in  field  use. 

The  safety  belt  selected  for  the  tests  was  strapped  around  a  steel  cylinder  weighing  250 
pounds  and  connected  to  a  dynamometer  by  means  of  a  tail  rope.  The  dynamometer,  which  measures 
impact  force  when  a  free  falling  object  is  suddsnly  arrested,  was  anchored  to  a  beam  situated 
approximately  20  feet  above  floor  level.  Using  a  platform  and  pulley  system  the  test  weight  was 
raised  and  then  dropped. 

The  first  and  second  tests  were  carried  out  using  a  Vz  inch  nylon  rope  12  feet  in  length. 

On  the  first  test  a  reading  of  2500  pounds  was  registered  on  the  dynamometer.  Rope  stretch 
recorded  was  3  feet. 

On  the  second  test  a  reading  of  3275  pounds  was  obtained.  Recorded  rope  stretch  was  2.15 
feet.  Increased  impact  was  due  to  a  reduction  in  the  elasticity  of  the  rope. 

Examination  of  the  belt  on  completion  of  the  first  and  second  test  showed  no  signs  of  damage. 

A  third  test  was  conducted  using  the  same  weight  and  belt  but  substituting  a  1  inch 
manilla  rope  for  the  inch  nylon  previously  us  3d.  Distance  of  drop  was  restricted  to  8  feet. 
Registered  impact  on  this  test  was  9,000  pounds  with  an  estimated  rope  stretch  of  .471  feet.  The 
greater  impact  in  this  case  was  due  to  the  lack  of  elasticity  in  manilla  rope  as  compared  to  nylon 
rope. 

The  greater  impact  from  use  of  manilla  rops  caused  slight  damage  to  the  eyelets  on  the 
safety  belt  buckle  although  it  suffered  no  severe  damage. 

One  inch  manilla  rope  is  made  with  a  maximum  breaking  strength  of  9,000  pounds  but  due 
to  its  non-elastic  characteristics  should  be  used  only  to  20%  of  maximum.  Nylon  of  the  half  inch 
size  has  a  breaking  strength  of  5,000  pounds,  but  due  to  greater  elasticity  may  be  used  to  70% 
of  maximum. 

The  safetv  belt  tested  is  of  a  new  design,  made  almost  entirely  of  nylon.  In  addition  to  having 
greater  strength  than  the  cotton  web  model,  ths  nylon  belt  is  impervious  to  oil,  gasoline  and 
.-22c.:.ctL;?2,--\vhicK  may  -Tot  a  cotton  belt  and  cause  it  to  fail.  The  tested  belt  also  had  a  newly 
designed  D  ring. 

From  information  compiled  as  a  result  of  these  tests  the  Factories  Branch  will  establish  a 
standard  test  procedure  that  will  be  used  to  determine  the  suitability  of  safety  belts  of  the  type 
utilizing  a  tail  rope.  • 


Damas,e  to  the  eyelets  of  the  belt  is  readily  seen, 
from  the  tremendous  strain  imposed  during  the 
first  and  second  tests. 


Members  of  the  Safety  Branch,  and  plant  work- 
ers, check  the  safety  belt  for  possible  damage 
after  a  12  foot  fall  on  the  test  platform. 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication 
designed  to  acquaint  the  people  of  the  Prov- 
ince with  the  administration  of  the  Alberta 
Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the  repub- 
lishing of  any  material  but  a  credit  line 
would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be 
accompanied  by  the  mailing  address  on  the 
front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for 
"Within  Our  Borders,"  and  new  readers 
are  invited  to  forward  their  name  and 
address  to  "Within  Our  Borders,"  Legis- 
lative Buildings,  Edmonton. 

Authorized  as  Second  Class  Mail, 
Post  Office  Department,  Ottawa. 
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'COPTERS  DROP 


TO  mm  VIGIL 


The  coming  of  summer  marks  the  begmning  of  a  long  vigil  for  Lands 
and  Forest  Department  fire  watchers  located  at  89  points  throughout  the 
forested  area  of  the  Province.  Since  early  spring  the  Department  has  been 
busy  servicing  lookout  stations  in  preparation  for  the  hazardous  fire  season 
which  extends  until  well  into  October.  The  fire  watchers  now  located  will 
not  be  leaving  their  stations  until  late  autinnn. 

A  good  example  of  one  of  these  remote  fire  watch  points  is  Ram  Look- 
out, approximately  50  air  miles  from  Rocky  Mountain  House.  Perched 
upon  a  granite  pinnacle  at  an  altitude  of  7,i00  feet,  Ram  Lookout  com- 
mands a  view  of  400  square  miles  of  timberland.  Steep  slopes  faU  away  on 
all  sides,  leaving  an  area  of  less  than  a  half  acre  for  the  lookout  cabin 
and  radio  antenna. 

The  interior  of  the  one  room  frame  cabin  is  dominated  by  the  sighting 
azimuth  set  into  the  centre  of  the  floor.  The  sighting  azimuth  is  the  most 
important  part  of  the  watcher  s  equipment.  The  instrament  can  establish  an 
accurate  geographical  line  of  any  smoke  sighted.  Cross  sighting  with 
another  tower  will  locate  precisely  the  fire  site.  A  radio  keeps  the  fire  watch 
in  constant  touch  with  the  Lands  and  Forest  office  at  Rocky  Mountain  House.  Power  for  the  radio  is  supplied  by  a  wind  charger  which  is  further 
supplemented  by  a  gasoline  driven  generator  for  use  in  emergencies.  The  cabin  is  set  into  a  concrete  base,  tightly  secure  against  the  high  winds 
wnich  are  frequent  at  the  extreme  altitude. 

Servicing  Ram  Lookout  previously  required  a  trip  of  at  least  one  day  by  pack  horses.  Using  a  helicopter  from  the  camp  ground  near  Shunda  Ranger 
Station,  the  trip  takes  10  minutes. 

The  three  month  supply  of  groceries,  personal  gear,  radio  equipment  and  gasoline  for  the  generator  are  among  the  supplies  flown  into  the  location. 
At  Ram  Lookout  the  helicopter  is  confined  to  a  landing  area  of  approximately  half  an  acre  and  cannot  land  in  a  period  of  high  wind. 

In  addition  to  reporting  fires  the  watcher  reports  on  the  fire  hazard  conditions  in  his  area.  A  schedule  has  been  developed  in  which  hazard  is 
estimated  in  degrees  ranging  from  zero  to  16.  A  very  hazardous  condition  would  be  gauged  at  15  or  16  and  low  hazard  at  0  to  3.  An  average  of  ratings 
of  all  lookout  reports  establishes  the  area  fire  hazard  and  governs  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Department. 

Fire  watchers  are  carefully  selected.  They  may  be  isolated  for  long  periods  of  time.  Usually  a  watcher  is  a  middle  aged  man  who  is  able  to  adjust 
to  these  conditions.  Good  general  health  and  sharp  eyesight  are  also  required.  The  methods  of  spending  the  hours  of  isolation  are  varied.  In  some 
areas  the  watcher  becomes  very  friendly  with  the  animals  who  become  used  to  his  presence.  Hobbies  such  as  painting,  carving  and  reading  are  popular. 
One  lookout  man  is  well  known  for  the  knitting  he  does  during  the  summer.  The  Ram  Lookout  fire  watcher  has  taken  a  violin  with  him  each  year 
and  has  become  a  good  musician. 

This  year,  the  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests  initiated  a  school  for  lookout  men.  The  schools  held  at  Calgary,  Edson,  Grande  Prairie,  Lac  La 
Biche  and  Slave  Lake,  are  designed  to  acquaint  the  fire  watcher  with  his  responsibilities  and  to  familiarize  him  with  the  equipment  he  would  be 
using.  • 
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COMPLETE  FARM  COST  STUDY 
ON  SPECIALTY  CROPS,  MILK 

A  report  of  the  five  year  study  of  specialty  crop  producers  in  the  Taber 
area  and  an  annual  summary  of  the  province's  milk  producers,  was  recently 
released  by  the  Farm  Cost  Studies  Division  of  the  Alberta  Department  of 
Agriculture.  The  summaries  are  designed  to  show  the  level  of  farm  income 
and  return  on  farm  investment  and  to  encourage  producers  in  the  use  of 
farm  accounts  to  assist  in  analysing  the  operating  efficiency  of  the  business. 

Farm  cost  studies  are  completed  on  the  basis  of  information  received 
from  a  selected  group  of  30  or  more  farms.  Selected  farms  in  the  study  area 
give  a  representative  cross  section  of  district  farm  size,  capital  investment 
and  production  capacity.  The  producer  is  supplied  with  account  records  to 
list  and  properly  allocate  a  year's  expenditures,  and  income  from  all  sources. 

Some  producers  with  a  certain  size  farm  and  available  capital  show  a 
good  return  on  their  investment.  Others  in  the  same  circumstances  are 
not  able  to  show  a  profit  for  the  year's  work.  From  an  adequate  number 
of  reports  of  comparable  type  farms  an  average  is  obtained  and  analysis 
of  the  farm  is  completed.  A  summary  of  the  annual  reports  for  a  number  of 
years  is  the  best  method  of  getting  a  true  report  on  an  area. 

Shows  Weak  Spots 
The  breakdown  of  information  to  the  benefit  of  the  producer  is 
designed  to  make  him  aware  of  the  weak  spots  in  his  operation. 

The  five-factor  system  developed  by  the  Farm  Cost  Studies  Division,  to 
provide  a  clear  picture  of  farm  management,  is  based  on  livestock  efficiency, 
crop  efficiency,  capital  efficiency,  labour  efficiency  and  size  of  business.  A 
producer  may  be  efficient  in  some  categories  but  weak  in  others.  The 
Division  has  found  a  tendency  for  a  producer  to  further  strengthen  the 
category  he  is  strongest  in,  and  fail  to  correct  the  weak  categories.  This 
results  in  continued  weakness  in  the  operation  as  a  whole.  A  producer  who 
keeps  a  comprehensive  record  of  his  business  will  clearly  see  the  factors 
which  require  correction.  When  an  area  has  been  studied  the  compiled 
results  are  made  available  to  all  the  producers  in  the  area  who  can  see  the 
average  return  on  investment  for  that  location  and  type  of  enterprise. 
They  are  then  able  to  compare  their  own  level  of  attainment  in  production 
factors  with  others  on  the  study  engaged  in  the  same  type  of  production. 

First  in  1939 

The  first  farm  cost  study  was  initiated  in  Alberta  in  1939,  by  the 
Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  and  the  University  of  Alberta.  It 
consisted  of  a  Cost  of  Production  Study  of  whole  milk  producers  in  the 
Edmonton  area.  The  study  was  necessary  as  many  producers  were  unable 
to  obtain  a  return  on  their  investment  while  the  continuous  supply  of  high 
quality  fresh  milk  to  the  community  was  a  necessity.  The  three  year 
study  was  completed  in  1942  and  the  results  established  a  fair  price  for 
whole  milk  and  at  the  same  time  enabled  the  producer  to  make  his  farm 
more  efficient.  The  Board  of  Public  Utility  Commissioners  requested  studies 
to  be  continued  in  all  major  milk  sheds  of  Alberta  to  provide  up  to  date 
information  on  production  conditions  to  assist  in  adjudicating  fair  prices  for 
milk  control. 

From  1951  to  1955  a  comprehensive  study  on  mixed  farming  in  the 
Wetaskiwin-Leduc  area  was  conducted.  Fifty  farms  in  the  area  were 
included  in  the  study,  the  results  of  which  were  released  for  the  benefit  of 
mixed  farm  operators  in  the  same  district  and  to  all  District  Agriculturists. 

20  Year  Report 

A  yearly  sunmiary  of  the  whole  milk  producers'  operations  was  con- 
tinued and  has  now  been  tabulated  for  a  twenty  year  report. 

In  answer  to  requests  from  specialty  crop  growers  in  the  irrigated  areas, 
a  survey  there  was  launched  in  1954.  The  Taber  area  was  chosen  as  the 
site  for  the  study.  Complete  business  records  of  a  group  of  farm  operators 
were  secured  for  a  period  of  five  consecutive  years.  A  yearly  analysis  was 
published  and  distributed.  A  summary  of  the  results  of  research  over  the 
period  will  soon  be  published. 

The  Vauxhall  irrigation  study  was  carried  on  by  the  Farm  Cost  Studies 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  Extension  Branch,  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  objective  was  to  determine  the  profitability  of  irrigation  farming 
without  specialty  crops.  Yearly  analysis  was  carried  out  from  1956  to  1959. 
Yearly  reports  were  published  and  a  four-year  summation  of  the  study  is 
being  composed. 

Expanded  Study 

During  the  present  year  an  expanded  study  to  include  all  irrigated 
areas  of  southern  Alberta  growing  sugar  beets  and  canning  crops  is  being 
undertaken  for  a  three  year  period.  This  study  will  cover  mainly  the  zones 
around  Taber,  Lethbridge-Coaldale,  Picture  Butte,  Magrath  and  Raymond. 

The  use  of  cost-study  data  has  gradually  brought  the  farmer  a  fuller 
awareness  of  the  necessity  of  up-to-date  farm  business  analysis. 

It  establishes  bench  marks  or  norms  of  attainment  on  which  to  base 
management  decisions.  The  ever  increasing  demand  for  this  infoimation 
has  lead  to  the  expansion  of  the  Farm  Cost  Studies  Division  into  a  Farm 
Economics  Branch  where  it  will  combine  with  other  related  fields  of  Farm 
Management  Extension,  Agricultural  Statistics  and  Farm  Credit  Administra- 
tion. • 
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COMING  EVENTS 

During 

he  coming  year  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of 

provincial,  national  and  international  interest.     Within  Our  Borders  is 

pleased 

to  list  these  in  its  Coming  Events  column.    Information  should 

y     be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building, 

H  Edmonton. 

n  JUNE 

May  28-  Recreation  Directors  Seminar.  

 Banff 

June 

11 

i 

A-  6 

Trust  Companies  &  Mortsase  Loans  Assoc. 

'i 

General  Meeting  

 Banff 

1  2-5 

Western  Canada  Chiropractic  Assoc  

 Banff 

n  2-5 

Western  Assoc  of  Broadcasters 

Banff 

2-  4 

Canadian  Mental  Health  Assoc  

 Banff 

IP  ^ 

b     5-  8 

Stampede  .     ..  . 

.St  Paul 

Canadian  Transit  Assoc.  Convention  

 Banff 

ji  O-iU 

Associated  Canadian  Travellers  Conv  

Banff 

'  i         7  O 

1 ,  8- 

1     Sept.  1 

Q 
O 

Jasper  Park  Lodge  Open 

Dept.  of  Attorney  General,  Magistrates 

 Edmonton 

8 

Stampede   

 Hayid  Hills 

8-11 

8-11 

Canadian  Paediatric  Society  Conv   

..    .  Banff 

8-16 

Canadian  Otolaryn gological  & 

Ophthalmological  Assoc.  Conv  

J  9-11 

Canadian  Society  of  Obstetricians  & 

i 

 Jasper 

1  9-18 

 Banff 

i 

1  10-11 

f  13-17 

Canadian  Society  of  Radiological 

Technicians  Conv..  „...,...,„  

 Edmonton 

14-18 

14-15 

Stampede   

 Lea  Park 

1  16-18 

Canadian  Feed  Manufacturers  Conv  

?  16-18 

Canadian  Psychiatric  Assoc.  Conv  

 Banff 

17-18 

17  18 

National  Assoc.  of  Canadian  Clubs 

17-18 

Prince  of  Wales  Amateur 

Golf  Tournament  Waterton  Lakes  National  Park 

!i  lo-juiy 

4  Spring  Race  Meet  „  

r  19-25 

National  Red  Cross  Water  Safety  Week. 

 Alberta 

' '  22-23 

National  Office  Manager  s  Assoc.  Conv 

 Lake  Louise 

24 

Rodeo   

 ...Foremost 

24-25 

Stampede   

 Wainwright 

24-25 

Alberta  Veterinary  Medical  Assoc. 

f 
h 

Waterton  Lakes 
National  Park 

24-26 

National  Office  Management  Assoc.  Conv  Banff 

24-30 

Petroleum  Equipment  Suppliers  Assoc.  Conv  Banff 

y  26 

Annual  Ladies'  Golf  Tournament  

 Vermilion 

1  26-29 

Canadian  Institute  of  Plumbing  & 

1 

1  27-July 

I    29  July 

3  Canadian  Dermatology  Society  Conv  

 Banff 

\     30- July 

2  Ponoka  Stampede  

\  30-July 

1  30-July 

3  Canadian  Urological  Assoc.  Conv  

 Banff 

P  JULY 

i  ^ 

.Waterton  Lakes 
National  Park 

1 

1 

 Bow  Island 

1 

1-  3 

Central  Alberta  Amateur  Golf  Tourney. 
National  Tool  &  Die  Manufacturers'  As 

 Red  Deer 

2-  6 

soc  Banff 

3 

9th  Annual  Akamina  Summer  Ski  Race 

giant  slalom  

Waterton  Lakes 

National  Park 

j      3-  9 

Canadian  Assoc.  of  Provincial  Liquor 

1      4-  8 

Fire  Marshalls  &  Commissioners  Conv... 

 Banff 

